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d'imprassion  ou  d'lllustration,  soit  par  la  sacond 
plat,  salon  la  cas.  Tous  las  autras  axamplairas 
originaux  sont  filmAs  an  commancant  par  la 
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.tstronomy  .and  psychology  from  the  old.  liscarunig  in  turn  erroneous 
views  and  positions.  The  L;re:it  social  change  liy  the  abolition  of 
slavery  was  through  evo''  tion  in  the  old  land,  and  revolution  in  the 
new,  but  may  it  not  be  ^aid  that  this  revolution  was  evolution  hastened, 
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led  to  the  frecilom  of  the  slave  withriut  the  bloodshed  of  the  civil  war. 
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IMS  iKcn  u„lHlraw„  an.l  u.-  .v  ,l,o  Fath.r  \,  I'mm.Uu.  Tu,  Ut  .,f 
Dartmnn.l,    -a> -.    .Ikmv    „    -  ,|u-    a.Ka.Kc    ,■!    ..^.rcKinlv    nUu    ia,l,.T- 

''■        •\"'l   ""^   '-   ini.-      TI,o   S..^<•UM^.^   t,   not    u.mo.    n.-r    Hh   1,..!,. 

<H>s.  II,.  ,„aH.,,y.  I(„  ,„,u,r.  (...,1  ,>  M,1I  ,1,0  M,«htv  OM,..  ,ho  Kn,« 
ol  ku..,  |,„t  uo  MO  ,1,.  l.a.lK.,.  and  i.W  I|„  I,,,..  \\  .■  und.rMand 
ns  ncn.r  lH.,..r.  ,1,..  „K„„u,,no.  ,.  th.  u„r,U  ,,t  1,.,^  a,...  '  I.,ko  a.  a 
f.nlu-r  p,n,,h  In.  .I,il,i,,,,.  .,,  ,„,.  |.or,l  pituH,  them  that  .car  Hnn." 
ihorc  ,>  n.u  ,n,.ani.,u  ,„  n„r  SaMu.'s  u,.r.K  '  Mv  Kathor  a.,d  v-.r 
•ather.        U  e    pray.    "Our    halhcr.-    w„h    :,    u:Uu^    Uci.,n-    unknown. 

Jloart   an.l   .onl   rcsp,,„,l   „,   ,1,,   ,• ,,|,   ,„■   ;,„,    ,,|.,,    ,,,,„^..    •    tj,.,,,,,,, 

Nvha.  ma.nuT  <"  1  :,^..  ,ho  |-a,lKT  hath  hcMou.d  np,.„  us.  ,hat  wo  >I>.m,M 
'"•  '-ahod  dnldrrn  ,.f  (iod.  an.l  ,i.ol.  wo  arr   '     Wo  catch  tho 
ol    I-.    U     Fahor.   an.l   Mnir   with   now   iinpul-o  an.l   iorv,.r: 
K.M-   tho    !.,vo   ..t    f„n\    is   lir-.i.lor 

Il-.iH    tho    inoaMiro    .>t    man's    mln.l. 
And   tho    hoait    <<i   tho    I'.iornal 

Is    m...t    wndoriuliy    kind. 
If  our   1..V0    wcro   Init    more    -iniplo 

Wo    should    tako    Mini    at     111-    w.,r.l 
All, I   our   lives   wouhl   1,0   all    siui-hmo 
In    tho    succtnoss    ni  i,nr    l.onl. 

Very  difterom  thon  aro  tho.o  >naK,s,oriaI  and  fathvrl,,..,,!  concep- 
tions ,„  r„„l.  l,nt  ,n  t'e  chan».in^r  ,l,oro  ,-  ai-,,  tho  ain.l.n,-.  The  (iod 
"f  the  past  ,s  tie  Cod  ,  f  .,  ,k,y.  Tho  (;,„!  ,„■  ,ho  fathor,  i,  t  (n.d 
r.nd  perhaps  no  hotter  ,llus,ra,i,.n  ..f  ,h,.  can  l,o  ..u,-,  than  from  thj 
recent  Suttday  s -ho,,]  l,.son.  n,  wind,  wo  saw  Paul  arra,«uo.l  hoforu 
F.hx.  A.tor  the  way  ,hey  call  lun-s,."  ,„d  „,o  „vat  apostle,  -so 
-rsh.p  ,  ,1,0  ,,,,.1  of  ,h  fathers,-  Th.  fathers'  .;,„,  remantod  as 
latds  ,,„.,  ,l„,ush  .rea.Iy  rn.r^ln^  wore  their  cncepti.n.  ,,f  ||,s 
Pknis  H,s  a,tr,l,u,os  and  purp,,sos  An.l  s,,  ,h,s  (;.,.i  ,,,■  ,|,e  ,,as,  ,s 
-rC.o.k  Shall  wo  n„t  then  „„.,.,a,m  Hn„aswekn„w  ll„n:'Vhali 
wo  n,,t  seek  „,  ,lraw  hack  n„.e  an,|  n„,re  tho  ve,l  that  the  Father  of 
lo^e  may  le  -eon  yoarnin«  „.■  His  w,an,ler,.,vr  chil.lron.  call,n«  them 
home,  and  ^Mvn,,^^  to  then,  a  place  in  Hi-  ^^roat  househohl  .,f  h.^o  Can 
«c  n..,  ,io  oven  m,,re  than  t.lner  W..-n,lell  liohnes  su,.,.esis  in  these 
lines'- 


W^lifii   llii-    lihii.l    h.-ri!.!-      ;    .l.-|i.<ir 

\\'i)iilj   Iml  tlice  'ImiiI.'        I  .iiiirrs  rate. 

l-'cik    11(1   iroiii    e.inli       1.1    ri'.fl    ;il>.,vi' 

<  In  K.-ivrn's  h'nc  tabli-t.  '...fl  ii  loso 
May  wo  not   n-.i.l  tins  nn  ,;,,i     s  wrcfti   -v..ir.l.-     N  , ,.   m  tin-  ■;     .it    m 
clarlMic«>.   in   ^irrnw.   in  .i.-ath      (  ,,,,1,1  il,,-   ^r-at  iuMri    !„■   ■,|i.   ,,,i.l   t|..- 

FatluT  xr.-ti  as   Mp  i~,  uliat  ,,    i,  tmii,i..t '  ,!,».    ,,„   uIm   h   11,-  li.iirs 

would   folliiu'     Wh.ii   a  li..iii..  .  .iiiniii;   lii.r.'   u.niM   1,.-' 

AtiotliiT  Ki'.  at  clianK-  IS  luurul  n  i' .•  ciici-i.tioii  ..f  ilie  itil.lc - 
the  nvelali.m  of  dod.  Tlic  oit.  i,  ,|u..'.d  -ayms  ..f  John  U..l„n-.,ii 
IS  still  tni..  that  Cod  ha-  \vt  more  11/       f,  l,r,.ak   iMrtl,  !i,,ni    lli.   Il.,iv 

Word.      This   statcm.-Mt    ha.  I.c'ii   al.n.i  ..itlv    vtriiirl    miu-,.   t l.,v,   oi 

that  Koo.i  ,„an.  .Many  of  ,1.,.  Uiano-,  to,.,  1,.,,.-  I..fn  ....h.-al'  and 
sw^'cpmi;.  Ihf  old  htcraliMn  i-  «,,,„  I',,iti..ii,  ,,i,cc  r,..,..,r.|.  ,1  as 
hlMory  and  fact  arc  nov  a.o|.t..d  a-  .  nriapli.,,-  an.!  alicU'Tv  -ll,,- 
absolute  inerrancy  is  n-  .n^er  .  ,,ntr>M.-.|  |.,r  a>  ni  tlio  pa-:  "  .\l;uiy 
interpretations,  explan.at,.  .j-.  atid  .vp.  .-ui.  ,n,  ,,i  ,.,rnu'r  tun.  ,  arc 
not  now  held,  hut  -ll,.  Bl.Ir  retn.a.n-  TIk'm-  ::,a  at  rhatf^Ov  then, 
have  not  <loi.e  away  with  the  lio,,!..  h  ,,  ,t.|[  ,,„r  |{  Me,  an. I  Ii..  e 
apain  we  turn  to  the  illustration  alr.a-l>  lak.-n  ir..ni  Paul'-  .!.  ..■n.-o 
before  Felix.  That  ^;reat  ap.^tle  not  ..ily  w..|.hip,,l  the  (,...1  ...  the 
father..,  hut  he!ie\ed  .,11  things  uhieh  were  uritten  ni  the  l.iw  .and 
the  prophets.  The  .Scriptures  o|  the  -  ,tlier^  uere  I'.in!',  S.iiptnre,. 
though  their  interpretations  were  ui.l.\  .littereiu.  The  ,,ver-/,..,|.  ,us 
Jews,  bound  to  literaliMn  and  •..nn.  -iw  in  Imn  ,i  liereti.-.  ,iii  exil- 
doer,  a  destroyer.  Init  most  enii.li,aii.,,i'y  di.l  I'.ni!  .leclare  th.it  uliat 
they  rend  and  lelievcd.  he  read  ;in,l  I..  Iirve.l.  It  .s  -.  ,  .l.iv  The 
Bihle  of  the  conservative  is  the  Bil.le  •  :  the  r.i.lical.   tl;  e.k  .,f  the 

fathers   is   oiir    Hook. 

But  more,  these  chaiiLiiiiK  c.mcepii..n.  ..|  the  jlihle  .an-  rein,,vni« 
one  .after  another  the  props  ..l  inti.l.liiy  an.l  imhelief.  A  vepellini,' 
ethics  over  which  s,,  m.any  h.ue  MiiuiMed  need  n.,t  I.e  .i...p!ed  ..r 
e.xplained  away.  .Acts  and  .ayin«-.  r.,..ided  ..i  (iod,  l>ut  .itr..>!..u,  m 
our  day.  and  ind.^ed,  in  any  ila>  are  n..  Lmuer  .ittnljni.  1  t.,  Ilr-,  The 
frailties  and  imperfections  ,,f  i,,eti  and  ^^.mlen  ..f  l..n./  ,0;..  arc  -..t  11..W 
ruid  in  the  Ii^ht  of  to-d.ay.  \n,i  -.,  li^.  Hd.le  ahnle-.  and  uill  h.ive 
a  stronirer  and  more  ahi.liiiL;  pl.ic-  '.n  time  t.i  c..ine  ili.  .nyhtiiil 
and  reverent  s,,uls  can  take  it  uiih  n.  w  i.aith.  ami  intere-i  .m.i  in. ike 
it  the  man  of  their  c.ninsel.  a  lamp  t..  their  feet  and  a  Ii^iht  to  tlieir 
path,  hec.mse  its  \akie  is  ciih.anced  .111.!  iis  p.iwer  increased.  l)r  Ililli-. 
in  his  b(,.,k  ••Tile  Indiu-nce  ..f  I'lin--  m  M..dern  S..ciety."  -ay,  that 
the  broader  \iew   of  inspira'i.m   nuke-   tli.>    liitilc   a   tiiou-an.lf.'l.l   111. .re 


truly  binding  as  the  Book  of  God  than  did  the  old  view,  and  concludes 
with  these  words:  "  Read  this  Book,  therefore,  for  life  and  liberty;  read 
it  for  refinement  and  culture.  Read  the  pages  wet  with  your  mother's 
tears  and  the  precepts  your  father  dearly  loved.  Stoop  to  those  life- 
springs  where  the  patriots  and  reformers  and  the  heroes  of  time  knelt  to 
cool  their  parched  lips.  It  holds  youth  for  old  men.  It  holds  maturity 
for  children  and  youth.  It  has  medicine  for  the  heart-broken,  the 
bankrupt,  nnd  the  desolate.  It  has  life  for  those  trembling  on  the 
brink  of  death.  If  for  one  day  in  each  week,  through  a  period  of  five 
years,  the  children  and  youth,  parents  and  patriots,  could  be  induced 
to  read  and  obey  its  principles,  to  nourish  reason  and  imagination  and 
memory  and  jufl^mcnt  upon  its  sublime  truths,  all  danger  of  anarchy 
and  rexoliuiciii,  all  fe;ir  of  the  bloody  street  and  the  trampled  corn- 
fields would  pass  away.  The  jails  would  be  closed.  The  saloons  would 
be  deserted.  The  mIiooIs  v  luKl  be  crowded.  The  colleges  would  be 
filled.  A  new  s^'lory  would  fall  upon  the  library  and  the  forum.  .\  new 
era  would  dawn  for  music  .ind  poetry,  .\rchitecture  would  tax  itself 
for  glorious  triumphs.  Art  would  enter  upon  a  new  epoch,  and  liberty 
would  tind  a  new  meaning.  .All  society  would  enter  upon  a  great 
forward  movement.  For  tiod's  Book  of  morals  and  mercy  tor  the 
individual  is  His  Book  of  progress  for  society  and  civilization."  May 
the  members  of  this  Union  find  for  themselves  new  comfort  and 
inspiration  as  they  spread  abrc.ad  the  glad  messages  of  the  Book, 

.Xy.iin.  we  see  a  marl<e<l  ehauKe  in  the  conception  of  man.  Many 
of  the  old  \  lews  are  seldom  now  advanced.  Particularly  is  this  so 
with  regard  to  free-will  and  \iilition.  Man  is  no  longer  regarded  as  a 
creature  of  destiny,  led  and  governed  by  external  agencies  over  which 
he  has  no  control.  We  sec  him  the  controller  of  his  own  destiny, 
with  vast  responsibilities  in  his  hands.  No  doctrine  of  election  now 
ordains  him  to  a  i)lace  in  the  heavenly  land,  or  leaves  him  to  be 
nmnhered  with  the  lost.  In  his  own  choosing  is  heaven  or  hell.  As 
one  has  written: 

'•  I   sent   my  soul  through  ih.e  Invisible 
Some   letter  of  that  after  life  to  spell. 
.\iid.  by  and  by  my  soul  returned  to  me, 

.\nd  answered.   1   myself  am  heaven  and  hell." 

.\nd  this  leads  me  to  note  further  that  man  is  not  now  viewed  as 
utterly  corrupt  and  wholly  depraxed.  True,  there  is  sin.  hideous  and 
repelling.  Alas,  that  man  wills  lli;it  this  should  abide.  The  awful  thing 
lurks  about  us  nil,  and  nestles  down  in  the  best  of  souls.  But  still, 
is  it  not  a  f.ict.  that  man  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels — 
erowned   with   glory   and  honor? 


.' 


"  How  wonderful  is  man! 
Though   sullied  and   dishonored,    still    divine, 
Dim   miniature  of  greatness  absolute." 

And  here  might  I  also  refer  to  Thomas  Carlyle,  who  quotes  St.  Chry- 
sostom's  words:    "The  true  shekinah  is  man,'"  -md  adds  himself,  "  Yes. 
it  is  even  so;  this  is  no  vain  phrase;  it  is  veritably  so.     The  essence 
of  our  being,  the  mystery  in  us  that  calls  itself   '  I  '—ah,   what  wonls 
have   we   for  such  thin>,'S?— is   a   breath   of  heaven;   the  highest    Being 
reveals    Himself    in    man."      The    ^reat    sage    further    quotes    Xov.ilis: 
"There  is   but    one   temple   in   the    uni\crse.   and   that   is   the   body   of 
man.     Nothing  is  holier  than  that  liiyh  f.irm.     lUiiding  before  man  is 
a  reverence  done  to  this  revelati..n  in  t!ie  tlcsh.     \Vc  touch  heaven  when 
we  lay  our  hand  <,n  a  human   body."  md  adds   himself.    •  \\V  are  the 
miracle   of  miracles— the   great    in-crutuble   mystery   .f  Gud."     Should 
not  these  changing  conceptions  <if  m.in  have  their  bearing  on  leaching 
and  preaching?     It  is  not  i..r  a   mo,„,nt  hinted   th;it  evil   ,-md  wrong- 
doing  are   to   be   condoned  or  palliaicd   in   any    w.iy^      .\e\er    were   the 
thunders    against    sin    more   r.—ded    tlun    now,      Xever   should    they   be 
more  specific  .and  more  direct.     An  men  asingly  relentless  wariare  must 
be   waged   against    evil    of   every    lorni.    but    at    the    same   time    let    us 
recognize  the  divine  in  man— God  in  t  very  soul.     Sh.ill  we  not  say  to 
the   moral,  the   upright,   the   con-cientMus  man   who   makes   no   profes- 
si(jn   of    religion,    avows    no    allegiance    to    (iod.    and    fails    to    see    the 
Father,   that   God   is   behind   every   \iruie   .md   excellency   of   character? 
Shall  we  not  reveal  to  the  young  m.in.  who  is  resolute  in  the  hour  of 
temptation,  the  God  who  gives  him  -trength  to  withstand  evil,  keeping 
his  soul  clean  and  his  honor  unsullied?     May  we  not  believe  that   the 
Savior  would  repeat  to  the  many  upright  and  virtuous   souls   who  do 
not  profess  His  name  the  words  of  old:    "Have  I  been  so  long  time 
with  you.   and   yet  hast   thou   not   known   me,    I'hilip?"     May  we  not 
go   further  and  -ay  to  the  reprobate  .md  outcast  that  the  divine  still 
linger-,  and  may  be  quickened  and  helped  to  a  life  of  noble  aims  and 
righteous  endeavors?     We   will   not   therefore   insist   on   set   rules   and 
experiences,  as  has  been  <lone  in  the  r^?t  and  is  done  even  now.     The 
Christian     life     is     not     an     unnatural     foreign     self-hood.      There     is 
the   abiding  in   self,   but  the   changine:   to  a   better  self.     The   identity— 
the    personality— remains,    but   it    is   n-iw    governed   by    the    Christ    now 
seen,  now  loved  and   scrveil.     With    [lis  help  all   evil   will  be  trodden 
down,  until  there  is  no  spot  or  u  tinkle,  ,ind  we  shall  be  satisfied  with 
His   likene-s.      Shall   we   not   then    nvre   and   more    unfold   the   perfect 
Man.  not  .is  ;m  example  alone.  Inn  a^    i  Savior,  a  Redeemer,  a  Friend' 
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Growins  nm  of  these  changes  is  yet  another  in  the  religious  life  and 
activities  o,  „,an.    Church  history  is  replete  with  recor.ls  of  the  religion 

won  "toTr.H  "'•   "''   ','""'''    '"^  *"^    '''''''■     ^'°"^   P-'Ple   were 
*ont  to  withdraw  m  seclusion  that  they  might  develop  their  spiritual 

He  and  better  serve  their   God.     This   religion  was   subjective   rather 
man  objective.     There  are  traces  of  a  like  expression  of  religion  even 
now  in  conventions  and  gatherings  for  the  deepening  of  spiritual  life 
as  well  as  m  our  Sunday  and  midweek  meetings.     Far  be  ,t  from  me 
to  say  one  word  against  this  subjective  development.     It  is  needed- 
sorely  needed.      In   this   age   of   rush   and   din.   seasons   of   communion 
and  quiet  more  than  ever  must  be  had  that  we  may  hear  other  mes- 
sages trom   God  and   come   in  touch   with  the  unseen.      I  believe  that 
deep  down  in  every  soul  is  this  want.     It  is  a  need  that  always  abides. 
At   the  same   time  let  us   rejoice  in  the   great   change  so   manifest   in 
the  recognition  of  an  objective  religion.     It  is  not  for  Sundav  alone, 
but    for  every   day-not   exclusively   for  worship,   but   for   factory   and 
store-not  tor  the  hereafter  and   the  unseen,  but  for  the  present   and 
visible-for   the    conflicts,    the    burdens,    and    the    tasks    of    life       And 
here  might   I   quote  James   .Martineau:    -'We  are  not  made  upon  this 
pattern,  to  be  the  children  ,  f  nature  at   ten  o'clock,  and  children  of 
grace  at  four;  nor  is  reli,uMon  a  separate  business,  a  branch  of  study, 
a  program  lesson,  that  can  be  emptied  out  into  an  hour;  but  a  life  of 
every  time,  a   spirit  of  all   work,   a   secret  wonder  in  the  thought    a 
manly  duty  in  the  will,  a  iK.ble  sweetness  in  the  temper,  which  spreads 
rom  the  eye   of  an   earnest  teacher,  though  seldom   coming  from  his 
lips,  but  which  would  cease  to  lurk  in  his  silent  looks  were  there  not 
sacred  things  represented  by  him   .,f  which  at  any  moment  he  might 
speak.      In    short,    religion   is    the   very   respiration   of  all   faithful   and 
loving  toil;  and  to  detach  it  for  minutes  specially  reserved  is  like  pro- 
posing to  take  your  walk  in  the  "lorniugand  do  your  breathing  in  the 
afternoon."     So   wrote   the   great   A'i^tenwH   divine.    Prof.    Henrv   Van 
Dyke  teaches  the  same  great  Ic  son  in  his  beautiful  poem  "  The  Toil- 
ing of  Felix."  which  I  wish  I  v-ould  quote  at  length.     Felix  longs  to 
see   the  Christ,   and  to  realize  this  gives  up  the  duties   of  life,   severs 
human    ties,    lollows   vigil-,    visits    shrines,    goes   to    the    desert,    shuts 
himseli  ni  a  cave,  which  he  leaves  but  once  a  year,  but  alas!  there  is 
no  vision  of  the  .Master,  only  this  message: 

"Raise  the  stone  and  thou  shnlt  tind  Me.  cleave  the  wood,  and  I  am 
there. 

The  words  are  understood  and  Felix  takes  his  place  in  a  quarrv,  where 
he  enters  fully  into  the  toil  and  experiences  of  his  fellow  workmen. 


■'sf^iiK: 
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Mus°cL'"'  f""'"^  t''^^'<'"d-«•"s  .nallct.  <,„ote  the  iron  i„  the  n.ck 

sho^k' •"'""•   ""^'"""-   '"-^'^■"K-'^'-v   o„   blow   and    sUck   on 

i^i'tt  t:ir  "^^^  '""^  ""^^'  ^""-"«  ^"^^  -•'^'''^  -^'  -^-'^- 

tvery  chopper  ,n  the  pahti-grove.  .very  raftsman  at  the  oar- 

'au7uI"LT'^  "f  '^"""'^  "*"''■•  ^"''"'"«  -'^'""'^^  •-'"'1  cl'-avinK  sod- 
All  the  <lusty  ranks  of  labor  i„  the  regiment  of  God. 

Honest  toil  us  holy  service;  faithful  work  is  praise  and  prayer. 

fnd^'^U"*^  ^"^  """T  '•'"  '•^^^'='"""  "f  ">e  Chr,st  which  he  longed  for 
and  a  message  to  h.s  soul,  which  I  (jnote  in  part: 

"They  who  tread  the  path  of  l-,bor  follow  where  Mv  feet  havo  trod- 
They  who  work  without  complaining  ,lo  the  holy  will  of  God. 

"Where  the  many  toil  together,  there  .-.m  I  among  My  own- 
^^here  the  t.red  workman  sleepcth.  there  am   I   with  him   alone. 

■' I    the  peace  that  passeth  1  nowlodgo.  .Iwell  amid  the  dailv  strife 
1,  the  bread  of  heaven,  am  broken  in  the  sacrament  of  life. 

"Every  task,  however  M.Pple,  sets  the  so„l  that  does  it  frce- 
Every  deed  of  love  and  mercy    ,lone  to  man   is  done  to  Me.  ' 

"Xever  n,ore  thou  needest  seek   .Me;   I   ,.,m  with  thee  evervwhcre- 
Ra,se^the^stone  and  thou   shalt  find   Me,  cleave  the  wood,  and  'l   am 

Shall   we  not.  then,   make   more  of  this   objective  religion,  carrving  it 
to    he  burdens,  the  tasks,  the  strug.dc.  and  the  conflicts  of  lifj--     We 

V.  have  our  retreats  and  seasons  for  ,l,e  quiet  comnntnion  wlmh  the 
soul  needs  and  craves,  and  may  we  n.ake  them  real,  vital,  and  earn- 
est. But.  oh.  brethren,  let  u.  be  ou-  in  the  race  of  life,  cheering 
encouragmg  and  helping  our  brother  toiler.  With  San,  Walter  Foss 
may  we   each  say: 

"I.et  me  live   in   my   house  by   the  side  .,f  the   road. 
■And  be   a   friend   of  man." 

And  in  our  reli-ion.   subjective  and  objective,   may  we   remember  the 
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abiding— the  same  Spirit  to  guide  and  help  and  comfort,  the  same 
Savior  to  uplift  and  strengtlien  and  restore,  and  the  same  Father  to 
forgive  and  receive  and  enthrone. 

And  now,   before  closing,  let  me  make  a  few  brief  applications  of 
my  topic  to  our  own  Canadian  Congregationalism. 

There  is  the  changing  and  the  abiding  in  self-sacritlce.     Congrega- 
tionalism   is    replete    with    records   of    privations,    suffering    and    even 
death  for  conscience's  sake.     We  read  with  gratitude  the  devotion  and 
heroism  of  little  bands  of  .men  and  women  in  the  early  centuries,  and 
under  dififerent  names,  who  Rave  up  up  their  all  for  the  principles  which 
are  dear  to  us  to-day.     We  honor  the  Pilgrims,  who  braved  sufferings 
untold  ujr    •freedom  to  worship  G..d.''     Dr.  Dunning  tells  us  that  the 
httle   surviving  band   levelled   the   graves   nt   their   comrades,   that   the 
Indians  might  not  know  how  few  were  left,  and  when  the   Mayflower 
returned  t„  England  in  the  spring  after  that  first  awful  winter,  not  a 
Pilgrim  ofifercd  to  go  back.     \or  is  the  day  of  self-sacritice  over     The 
form  has  changed,  but  the  need  abides.     Our  brethren  in  the  old  laud 
are  ready  for  self-sacritice  in  their  "  passive  resistance  -  to  the  Educa- 
tion  Bill.      God   give   them   curate   and   strength   for   what    they  may 
have  to  endure  and  bear.     In  ,  i.r  Canada  self-saeritice  will  be  in  other 
forms.      Ihe  churches  up  ,nul  d..wn  the  land  arc  calling  for  men    who 
will   resolutely   hold   the    fort    amidst   difficulties   and   discouragements 
Nor   must   the   sell-sacrifice   be   c-mtined   to   the   minister   and   a   few    in 
the  individual  church,  as  it  „iten  is.     Let  all  the  pe.jple  share  the  bur- 
den and  respond  in  giving  ,uid  service,  and  there  will  come  a  new  era 
m  the  prosperity  of  the  churches.     The  college  and  missionary  societies 
are  urgently   calling   for  liberal   support,   that   strong,   able,   aggressive 
mmisters   may  be   sent   out.   and   that   our  work   .-.t   home   and   abroad 
may  be  mighty  in  i-urthering  the  kingdom  of  God.     If  the  present  chal- 
lenge to  the  churches  is  to  he  met.  it  must  be  by  self-sacrifice,  aild  by 
selt-sacrihce  it  can  be  met.  and   the  giving  of  a  portion     sufficient  to 
meet  the  challenge  will  be  bm  a  small  part  of  the  money  and  means 
in  our  churches,  and  a  little  service,  too,  con.pared  with  what  the  fathers 
suliered  and  gave  for  the   heritage   which   has   been   handed   down   to 
us.     May   .he  changing  yet  abi<ling  call   for  self-sacrifice   meet   with  a 
Christ-like   response,  not  only  m   giving,   but   in  every  service   for  the 
upbuilding  of  His  Church. 

But   again,   there   is  the   changing   and   the   abiding   in    methods   of 
service.     It  is  no  reflection  on  (,iher  denominations  to   sav  that  Con 
gregationahsm    is    an    advance    guard    in    thought    and    service       This 
representative   leaders    in    the    denominations   admit.      Other   churches' 
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by  reason  of  their  cunstitutions  and  ruli-s  mccssarily  ukhc  n  ..rt 
slowly,  conse(|ucntly  tlie  advance  guard  is  needed  which  Congrcgatio;!- 
alisni  supplies.  It  is  on  ground  peculiarly  Congregational  liiat  niciii- 
bers  of  all  churches  meet  in  ci>nvention  to  confer  about  the  furtlier- 
ance  of  their  common  work.  It  was  through  the  instruimntality  of 
Congregationalism  that  the  Christian  Endeavor  inoveineiu.  the  Insu 
Uitional  church  and  the  Social  Settlement  were  inaugurated.  Other- 
wise these  agencies  might  have  been  long  delayed  and  it  Is  po.ssiblo 
that  activities  owned  and  blessed  in  tiie  promotion  of  great  good 
would  never  iiave  been  employed.  In  llie  future— as  in  the  past— there 
will  be  changing  means  and  methods  of  service.  What  these  will  be 
I  cannot  tell.  i-"ach  age  will  reveal  its  own  need, .and  Congregalion  il- 
ism,  without  waiting  for  the  sanction  ci  ecclesiastical  courts  or  olilcnls, 
will  stand  ready  to  take  hold  of  agmues  winch  ,.:li  more  ^per.iily 
further  the  work  of  God  among  men.  .M.iy  we  keep  ..ur  iru-t  ,ind 
move  forward  as   the   .Master   conmiands. 

And    in    concluding,    I    would    n(]te    the    changing    and    the    abiding 
in    opportunity.      We    >peak    of    the    opportunities    of    the    pa.,t— oppui- 
tunilies    for    (h-co\ety,    lor   iiuention,    for   civil    and    religious   freedom, 
for  great  educational,   missionary  and   |)iiilanthropic   interprises.      Con- 
gregationalism, to^,   had  her  opportunity  in  an   age  dark    with   super- 
stition, corrupt  in  church  and  ^tate,  and  lettered  in  mind  and  soul,  and 
grandly    did    she    respond,      I'.ut    liie    day    of    opportuniiy    is    not    over. 
Kever    was    it    l)righter   and    more    au-picious.      New    discoverie:-.    new 
inventions,  new  achievements  are  of  almost  daily  record.      Nor  is   the 
day    of    opportunity    lor    Congregationalism    over.       Never,    I    believe, 
Mas   it   brighter  and    more   auspicious.     In  the   old   land   it   is   revealing 
itself  in   a   very   special    way  in   the   cuntlict   lor   equal    rights   for   all   in 
connection   with   the    l-iduc.aion    I'.ill   already  alluded   to,   and   nobly   are 
Horton,    Campbell,    Silvester    Uorne.    ,ind    others    respomling    to    the 
call.      A    letter    received    only    yesterday    from    bMnumd    Sears,    of    the 
"  Congregaticjnal    Messenger."    say>.     ■  We   are    in    for   a    life    tight    this 
side  of  the  water,  and  we  want  to  let  our  people  feel  that  ilie  churches 
in  the  colonies   are   in  sympathy  with   us."     They  have   our   sympathy 
and  our  prayers,   and   we   say   God-speed   them   in   the   opportunity   at 
their  doors.     And  in  this  growing  land  are  opportunities  at  every  turn. 
Many    of    these    apply    to    all    denoniinati(jns,    and    some    of    tliem    are 
peculiar   to  our     Congregational    churches.      The    magnitude    of    these 
opportunities  none  of  us  can   nieasunv      Press   and  platform  are   loud 
in    their    eulogies    of    our   great    Dominion,    and    every    patriotic    soul 
rejoices  in  our  goodly  heritage.     Ours  is  the  giant  of  the  north,  but 
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It  mu'.t  he  reni'tnbered  that  if  U  lif»    .u 

mnk..  a  nation,  and  tha    t  e  p    „    ^  ""r*  •'"'^^'^'^— "»  -'"^'^ 

can  be  best  served  by  the  chS  crand  r  '.■':"'^  '"""'^  democracy 

Princples.  This  life  we  'a^str  ngt  tn '"7'  '  '""'"'''  ""'  '"' 
own  communion,  but  in  othe    com  „u"  ^T'"'"  ""'  ""'^  '"  °"'- 

But  more,  is  there  not  eiven  to Tn  "'•'  ""'^  '"  "'^  '^"^  =>'  '^^K^. 

bcmg  herahls  in  the  m-f te  "  f  .f  r^'''°"'''^'"  ''^"^  oPPor.uni.y  of 
it.  because  our  own  door  are  on  n''^''  """"•  '''  '=■''"  ^"^  ^^Vocate 
follower  of  Chri.t.  We  "il  erec  '"  ""^"^"*-'^d  fellowship  to  every 
rite  or  ceremony.     We  ^     forb  , "°  ",  '"  """^  "^  ''*''='""^'  '" 

with  us  in  interp^etaliLr  n  °  oncrul^r  or:hr  '"  '"'T"'  "" 
meet   and   will    meet    ber-,„«.   .    "ciusions.     On  this  ground  we  must 

willnotseeeyeToe'ern'ntheme"^  !.'•'''  "'^^''^  '"'^  ^'^'■'^'-- 
banner  unfurled  over  ul  '  '"''  "  "  ^""  "^^^  ''  '«  ^°-     The 

from  what  we  n^:  „  "be  ThTs  '"""k  '":!'  '"■■  ^  ^''^"^"^  "-- 
not.  but  whether  Th^chanlin.  or  ""7  ^  *''  ''^"^'"^  ^"^  "  '"^^ 
fellowship   in   Chri       and^.  ■  h  "     '  u '^'   '""'^  ^^^'^''^^    "^'"^P'"   »f 

over  the'e  we  see  -ow  .  wil,"L:"  "  "'"  '^  ^"^  ''''''^■"«'  -<! 
your  Master,  even  ChHst    and  1  1  .  °"'  watchword:    '  One  is 

eyes  yet  hi^^her.  we  S Tvis  on  reV%"r  '''"'^''''■"  ^"^  ''f''"^  ""^ 
of  one  fold  and  one  Sle^  Jd-"  o"  ^  7*  ?  r"?  ^'""  '"  "^='^-*^"- 
above  all.  and  through    7  ^d  in  you  all  '"'  ''''''  '''  ''•  ^"°   '^ 


M  '•&':.''n.i«SFfAiwll^:u?r 


^  irr-ti'T?'-; 


